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June 22, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

Over the past year, three individuals (Joe Deer, Carolyn Holcomb, and Nicholas Porter) have departed from 

our Information Technology (IT) Department.  Loren Moench successfully competed for the directorship 

and was promoted internally.  We have decided to rebuild the department slowly, but purposefully, under his 

leadership.  We are currently advertising for an Associate Systems Administrator, which is the position most 

critical to the team.  The two remaining positions have been shifted to other areas of the institution and job 

descriptions are currently under development.  Details will be forthcoming, but the areas being supported 

with these two shifts in personnel are housing and enrollment management. 

 

The Nebraska Department of Economic Development and the Nebraska Department of Labor recently 

announced the Nebraska Workforce Retraining Initiative, which will provide $16 million to train 

unemployed and underemployed Nebraskans in skills that lead to high wage, high demand positions.  This 

opportunity is part of the federal support package given to our State to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic.  

The portion available for us is $943,340, which includes scholarships for 729 individuals in our service area.  

Doug Mader, Charlie Gregory and Kim Reichert are working together to submit our application for these 

funds by the due date – this Wednesday.  We will need to work quickly to spend any monies approved for us 

and Paula Abbott has committed to assist us in assuring access for individuals throughout the Panhandle. 

 

We recently received a heartfelt resignation letter from Debra Kildow.  After twenty years serving in our 

Library, she is retiring to care for her family.  Her last day with us will be in mid-July, so please join me in 

wishing her a fond farewell as she departs.  Deb has profoundly impacted our students, many of whom relied 

on her support, and she will always be a valued member of our Cougar family.  

 

Last week, supporters of the Multicultural Youth Leadership Conference came to our campus to visit with 

me.  We discussed the annual conference, which has been held in Scottsbluff for over two decades now.  

Originally initiated by us, this event has become a true community collaborative.  While leadership at our 

college has changed, our commitment to the youth of our community is unwavering and reaching first 

generation students can be particularly challenging.  This conference is an integral part of a multi-faceted 

approach in building confidence and providing access and opportunity for all. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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