
We know that everyone has a busy schedule, but 
we wanted to give you a quick look at a few things 
happening at Western Nebraska Community 
College with our monthly newsletter “Buddy’s 
Bits.” 

I want to thank you for your continued support of 
our institution and allowing us to carry out our 
mission of enriching lives, invigorating 
communities, and creating futures. 

Dr. Carmen M. Simone, WNCC President

HLC continues WNCC’s accreditationHLC continues WNCC’s accreditation
WNCC received a continuation of its accreditation
through the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).
The HLC is one of six regional accreditors of post-
secondary educational institutions in the United
States, and covers 19 states in the North Central
region. Accreditation ensures that an institution
meets professional standards, and remains eligible
to receive federal funding. It also provides current
and potential students assurance that they are
receiving a quality education which will be
recognized as such by potential employers or
licensing boards as well as by other colleges or
universities in case of student transfers or pursuit
of a higher degree. WNCC will undergo its next
reaffirmation visit in 2029-2030. 

Cougar Athletics returning to actionCougar Athletics returning to action
WNCC’s athletic programs will resume play in the
Spring 2021 semester, after a long hiatus due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The men’s and women’s
basketball teams, as well as the Cougar volleyball
team begin their seasons next week, as the
basketball teams will play Central Wyoming
College at Cougar Palace on Jan. 20, and the
volleyball team will host a tournament, Jan. 22-23.
WNCC will allow spectators to home events, with
the exception of next week’s home volleyball
tournament due to the number of teams. The
tournament will be streamed online for fans to
watch from home. Cougar Palace will operate at
50 percent capacity, and fans must wear facial
coverings and follow social distancing guidelines. 

New CP&A podcast releases Jan. 21New CP&A podcast releases Jan. 21
WNCC’s Career Pathways & Advising department
will release the next episode of the “Framing Your



Future” podcast on Jan. 21. The episode discusses
storybook STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Math) careers and features Michael Olsen, a civil
engineer. The podcast will air three new episodes in
the Spring 2021 semester, including this month’s
STEM-focused episode. Each episode features
community members from various career fields who
provide tips and insight on how to best prepare for a
career, hot trends in the area, and much more.
February’s episode will focus on Technical Trades
and March will be geared toward Business &
Finance. To stream the podcast, visit the Career Pathways & Advising page. Career Pathways & Advising page. 

https://www.wncc.edu/student-life/student-services/career-pathways-advising/index

