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October 19, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

About a week ago, we received a very heartfelt resignation letter from our Medical Laboratory Technician 

(MLT) Program Director, Dr. Mwafaq Haji.  We plan to begin the process to find his successor as soon as is 

feasible and thankfully, he has given us plenty of lead time.  Dr. Haji will be with us through at least 

February 21, 2021 but is willing to stay longer, if necessary.  Thank you, Dr. Haji, for all you have done to 

strengthen our MLT program.  We are forever grateful! 

 

Several groups have recently discussed how we might best approach the spring semester in light of the 

ongoing pandemic.  Thank you to the members of our Academic Practices, Educational Services, Senior 

Leadership and Pandemic Response teams.  Based on their feedback, we are recommending a shift in the 

start of the spring term by one week, giving us additional time between semesters.  Once the term begins, we 

will hold class without a spring break, keeping us together and reducing outside exposure.  We recognize 

this will not be easy.  Just as for fall, please continue granting one another grace and patience this spring, as 

we strive to give our students the best possible face-to-face experience for as long as we can safely do so. 

 

Last Monday afternoon, the application period for our new Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs 

position came to a soft close.  We received just over 80 applications, many of which are quite lengthy.  A 

committee of eleven – Lynne Koski, Corey Batt, Susan Dickinson, Marcene Elwell, Scott Schaub, Norman 

Coley, Tonya Hergenrader, Jolene Martin, Paula Abbott, Lisa Gion and me – has begun the task of 

narrowing the list of candidates.  Please join me in thanking our colleagues for taking on this additional task.  

Stay tuned for more information as the process to replace our interim Executive Vice President unfolds. 

 

During the most recent Faculty Assembly, the request for an internal coronavirus dashboard was brought 

forward.  After discussion with several groups, we found a way to accommodate this request.  Please join me 

in thanking Josh Vesper, Allison Judy, and Brooke Samuelson for quickly working together on this project.  

For transparency, we plan to update this information on Tuesdays and Fridays into the foreseeable future. 

 

The live stream of our Board meeting will be available for viewing on Wednesday.  On the agenda are 

several policies and the recommendation to adjust our academic calendar.  On Thursday, we will host an 

Open Forum session to present information, discuss outcomes and address any questions that may arise. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great Homecoming Week! 
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https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/campus-safety/covid-19

