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October 26, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

As anticipated, the academic calendar has been officially adjusted for spring due to the ongoing pandemic.  

Classes will start one week later and spring break has been replaced by a week of instruction.  The number 

of instructional days remains the same, as do contract days for faculty members.  There is no doubt this 

decision will elicit a wide spectrum of responses.  While we considered conducting a survey to gather 

opinions, we realized that this methodology was likely not the best approach.  Since then, we have designed 

an electronic feedback tool for your use, which can be found on the President’s Page of our website.  

Submissions are anonymous, unless you choose to identify yourself, and messages come directly to me.  

Please feel free to utilize this tool anytime for any reason.  Your ideas and suggestions are important to me. 

 

Typically, we have an opportunity to learn more about both the United Way and the work of our Foundation 

during our Fall General Assembly.  We were unable to host that assembly this semester due to the pandemic.  

Instead, during the Open Forum last Thursday, both organizations were given a little time to connect with 

you.  Thank you for your kind attention during these presentations and thank you for considering a gift. 

 

We are currently advertising for a Digital Marketing Specialist to join our Public Relations and Marketing 

team.  In addition to responsibilities for our website, this person will also manage our social media channels 

and assist with online marketing strategies.  The successful candidate will play a key role in our efforts to 

grow our enrollment, joining a committed and focused strategic enrollment management team. 

 

We recently hosted J. Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Director of the Coordinating Commission for 

Postsecondary Education (CCPE), onsite for an audit.  His review included 15% of the files for our students 

receiving the Nebraska Opportunity Grant (NOG) last year.  Congratulations to Assistant Director Rosa 

Rosario, who oversees this program for us.  All of the documentation was in order and it accurately reflected 

state disbursements.  To be eligible, students must file a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 

be satisfying academic progress standards, not have earned a four-year degree yet, and have an Expected 

Family Contribution (EFC) below the program limit.  Typically, the EFC level includes both Pell grant 

eligible students and those just above Pell eligibility.  Last year, we paid 223 students a sum of $143,892 

under this grant.   

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 
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