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November 16, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

Believe it or not, Spring 2021 is just around the corner.  Beginning on Wednesday, you will see our typical 

pre-semester marketing push for enrollment.  In total, we plan to spend $5,000 in newspaper and radio 

advertising, $9,000 on internet and streaming venues, and $6,500 for television commercials.  In addition, 

we have four billboards posted in key locations – Scottsbluff, Sidney, Alliance and Chadron – promoting our 

Panhandle Advantage relationship with Chadron State College.  While our focus is on the successful 

completion of Fall 2020, we also cannot lose sight of the next term, which begins on January 18th. 

 

After serving for the past year as the President Elect of the Nebraska Association of Collegiate Registrars 

and Admissions Officers (NACRAO), Admissions Assistant Director Jolene Martin received her official 

Presidential gavel in the mail last week.  She will serve as President of the organization until November 

2021, when she will become Past President.  Congratulations, Jolene, and thank you for representing 

Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) so well.   

 

Planning for the renovations of the A and B Pods in the main building of the Scottsbluff campus is officially 

underway.  A broadly diverse group, including faculty, maintenance staff, instructional and student services 

personnel, and students was led by Administrative Services Coordinator Nancy Hall in initial design 

conversations.  The work of this group will intersect with the Instructional Technology committee and, 

under the best of conditions, these projects will likely take at least two years to complete.  Through 

committed work together, the final results will not only become a point of pride for the institution, they will 

showcase our commitment to teaching and learning.  This is a prime opportunity for our faculty members to 

reflect on what is most important in our classrooms and share that vision with administration. 

 

The Western Community College Area Board of Governors convenes on Wednesday for our November 

Board meeting.  As has become our custom, a Live Stream link will be available to you and we will also 

host an Open Forum on Thursday.  Rates for the 2021-2022 academic year – including tuition, fees, housing 

and meal plans – will be considered for final approval during this Board meeting.  Please be aware that we 

are also beginning the process to officially slow our policy review timeline.  This will allow us to spend 

more time assuring our work together on both policies and procedures truly represents our institution.   

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 
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