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November 30, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

During our most recent Senior Leadership team meeting, interim Executive Vice President John Marrin 

shared his desire to use his vacation time throughout the month of December, essentially completing his 

contract with us.  Even though this early shift was a bit unexpected, we appreciate his service over the last 

seventeen months and we are honoring his request.  His departure necessitates a new, temporary reporting 

structure, which will be implemented within the next few days.  An organizational chart will be distributed 

as soon as these details can be finalized.  Please join me in thanking John for his past commitment to 

Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) and in wishing him well in the months and years to come. 

 

With a great deal of excitement, it is a pleasure for me to announce a new role for Maricia Guzman.  Maricia 

has agreed to serve as our Multicultural / International Student Support Director, reporting directly to 

Executive Dean Norman Coley.  In this new role, Maricia will continue working closely with our students 

on an individual basis, while also supporting the unique needs of our international students as a Designated 

School Official (DSO).  The departure of Roger Hovey and promotion of Brian Elkins created the need for 

this specialized position and with her background, Maricia is a perfect fit.  Without a doubt, she will 

continue to be an asset to our Student Life team and to our entire institution. 

 

The time has come to nominate a faculty member for the Dale P. Parnell Faculty of Distinction recognition 

through the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).  While it is difficult to choose just one 

individual to represent us, we have selected Nursing Instructor Becky Kautz for this honor.  Both her Dean 

and her former Division Chair attested to her steadfast focus on students.  Her integrity and her quiet, yet 

firm leadership of our Nursing programs embody the Cougar Spirit.  She will represent us well at the 

national level.  Congratulations, Becky! 

 

Assessment and Institutional Research Executive Director Patrick Fortney has been invited to join the Senior 

Leadership team at WNCC.  Our team, sometimes referred to as SLT, now consists of Lynne Koski, Bill 

Knapper, Kathy Ault, Paula Abbott, Norman Coley, Patrick Fortney and me.  This group will be expanded 

by one more person when the Vice President search is finally complete and the successful candidate joins us.  

We are eagerly awaiting that day. 

  

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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