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November 9, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

Congratulations to Jordan Colwell and Doug Mader.  As you undoubtedly know, Jordan was recently elected 

to serve on the Scottsbluff City Council and he will be seated in December.  Doug was nominated for a 

three-year term on the Scottsbluff / Gering Chamber of Commerce Board, which begins in January 2021.  

Thank you, Jordan and Doug, for your willingness to serve our community. 

 

As you know, we are taking further action in response to local pandemic conditions.  With a particular 

concern for our residence hall students, we are suggesting that those who are local might want to consider 

moving home.  Doing so would enable them to continue classes, while also distancing them from other 

students in the halls.  At the same time, quarantine number are increasing, which puts tremendous pressure 

on all of our face-to-face classes.  Given these factors, it is clear to me that the time to begin a gentle 

transition to remote instruction has arrived.  Faculty members, we trust you to know when your individual 

classes might be ready to transition and the decision is yours to make.  The administrative team will support 

you as you do what is best for your students.  Our goal is to continue limited face-to-face instruction through 

December 11th, so that students can successfully complete courses that are difficult to move online.  Thank 

you for your patience and grace with one another as we move forward.  Our students deserve nothing less. 

 

We have been actively encouraging students to plan ahead with a focus on Advising Week this semester.  

According to Tonya Hergenrader, we advised 614 students prior to the opening of spring registration last 

Thursday, a 70% increase over last year.  By mid-morning on Friday, 277 students had completed the 

registration process.  Luke Stobel sent a message to the remaining planned students to remind them to finish 

by hitting the “Register Now” button.  Doing so by Friday, November 13th makes them eligible to win some 

great giveaways.  By comparison to previous semesters, Advising Week has been hugely successful this 

year, in spite of the obvious challenges.  Kudos to our creative, student-centered advising team! 

 

Many thanks to our public relations team for creating an Annual Report for our 2019-2020 academic year.  

Last year was a year of transition and, as noted on page three of the report, we owe a great deal to Dr. John 

Harms.  He and John Marrin brought us through some tumultuous times.  Their pride in the past coupled 

with a sense of hope for the future led us into January 2020.  My last ten months with you have presented 

unparalleled chance and challenge.  Without a doubt, there is no place I would rather be than here with you. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/leadership/leadership-pdfs/annual-report-2019-2020-web.pdf

