
 

February 24, 2020  

 

Greetings from Eastern Nebraska! 

 

February 24th is Nebraska Community College Legislative Day, so my second 

journey to Lincoln is underway.  Along with numerous meetings with our 

individual senators, there is also a gallery recognition from the floor planned.  

Afterwards, we will be meeting with Greg Adams, the Executive Director for the 

Nebraska Community College Association.  Greg, who is a former legislator 

himself, does an outstanding job of advocating for the community colleges in 

Lincoln during the legislative session. 

 

The search for a permanent Information Technology (IT) Director is now officially 

underway.  We owe Loren Moench a debt of gratitude for his willingness to serve 

in an interim capacity over the past several months.  We are also grateful for the 

expertise brought to us recently by our IT consultant, BerryDunn.  From my 

perspective, however, it is critical that we stabilize leadership before determining 

how we will move forward.  Stay tuned for significant progress in the IT arena. 

 

Last week, the Western Community College Area (WCCA) Board of Governors 

took action to fill the unexpired term of Dr. Merlyn Gramberg.  Following careful 

consideration and discussion, the ad hoc committee charged with candidate review 

recommended the application of Dr. Margaret Crouse.  The Board adopted this 

recommendation and Dr. Crouse was sworn into office during the Board meeting.  

She will serve through 2022 and will be eligible to stand for election at that time. 

 

Shane Homan joins us as our second instructor for the Powerline Construction and 

Maintenance Technology program in Alliance this week.  His first day will be 

Friday and he will begin his efforts with a focus on Commercial Driver’s License 

(CDL) training.  This additional faculty position will allow us to safely teach two 

full cohorts of students beginning in May 2020 – a much needed expansion.  Please 

join me in welcoming Shane to the team! 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 


