
 

February 3, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

As you know, we are hosting a team of three reviewers in a Mock Visit format 

early this week.  Our goal, of course, is to be as prepared as possible for the actual 

Higher Learning Commission (HLC) team visit in April.  Thank you in advance for 

your commitment to our institution.  After just four weeks with you, it is clear to 

me that, while we are certainly not perfect, we are strong enough to recognize our 

opportunities for improvement.  With that, we are moving forward together.   

The future is bright, indeed! 

 

Last week, the Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) Foundation Board 

held its first quarterly meeting of the year, with nearly every member in 

attendance.  In addition to reviewing the most recent financial audit over breakfast, 

we also listened to staff reports, including a few remarks from me.  To finish the 

meeting, our nursing department – represented by Amanda Jacoby and Director 

Rebecca Kautz – demonstrated the impact of simulation on student learning.  It was 

a pleasure for me to witness the passion of so many community members firsthand. 

 

Please join me in wishing Andrea Hall well as she departs WNCC.  After spending 

just over a year with us in Educational Services, she has accepted a position with 

the University of Nebraska Panhandle Research and Extension Center.  With her 

departure, Vice President John Marrin plans to reassess work assignments within 

this area.  Congratulations, Andrea. 

 

After the departure of our HLC team, my travels this week will take me to 

Chappell for a Wednesday Chamber meeting.  On Thursday, Alliance has arranged 

for a series of meetings to better introduce me to the community.  Finally on 

Friday, Vice President John Marrin and I will be in Chadron to meet with the 

leadership team at Chadron State College (CSC).  As you may know, we have been 

working to strengthen our relationship with CSC for several months now.  We are 

close to announcing two very important joint two-plus-two degree opportunities for 

the Panhandle.  Stay tuned! 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 


