
 

March 23, 2020  

 

Spring is Here! 

 

After an unanticipated week of preparation, we are finally relaunching our courses 

at Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) in a new format.  Kudos to the 

entire instructional team and their leader, John Marrin, for being creative and for 

making great student-centered decisions.  As our students settle into this new 

paradigm, please remember that frequent communication among all of us will be 

key to our success.  Thank you for supporting our students through this shift.   

 

We received a message from the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) team chair 

assigned to our April 27 visit late on Friday evening.  She indicated that our much-

anticipated visit will occur as scheduled, but that it will be conducted virtually via 

zoom technology.  While this will require some minor adjustments, it is so good to 

know that our evaluation will not be postponed. 

 

Hermela Tamirat received the highest score in the state this year in the All-USA 

Academic Team competition.  More than 2,000 nominations were submitted 

nationwide and evaluations were based on academic achievement, leadership, 

service, and significant endeavors.  With this honor, she has been named a 2020 

New Century Transfer Pathway Scholar, earning a $2,250 scholarship.  These are 

the moments that remind us of our mission.  Please join me in congratulating 

Hermela! 

 

In February 1984, Teri Lucas joined WNCC as a Secretary II within Financial Aid.  

Later this week, she will retire from her Senior Executive Secretary position with 

just over thirty-six years of service.  Over the years, she has assisted tens of 

thousands of students with a warm smile.  Thank you, Teri – you will be fondly 

remembered and sorely missed.  As we do with all vacancies, we will reassess 

workload, reassign duties and reorganize as much as possible prior to considering 

replacement. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 


