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April 20, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent survey for our four Vice Presidents.  Over eighty 

responses were collected and each one is very much appreciated.  Once the semester is finalized, these 

results will be shared privately with each individual as part of our evaluation process.  Similarly, information 

is being collected for the Deans at Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC).  Please consider sharing 

your perspective with us before the noon deadline on Monday. 

 

Last week, our Board of Governors approved our requested compensation approach for fiscal year 2020-

2021 (FY21).  Our proposal was to simply treat the staff at our institution in a similar manner to our faculty 

colleagues – nothing more, nothing less.  We recognize the extraordinary work that has been done by 

everyone related to both accreditation and our pandemic response.  We want to honor our commitments, but 

we also realize that our environment has changed significantly since the most recent negotiated agreement 

was reached with faculty.  Given the uncertainty of future revenues and the current state of affairs in our 

communities, it seems reasonable to discuss whether alternative approaches should be considered.  As we do 

this, please know that nothing is more important to us than our people.  In every decision we make, we strive 

to bring strength and stability to WNCC – not just for our students, but for you, too. 

 

Please join me in congratulating our current registrar, Roger Hovey, on his upcoming retirement.  Roger has 

done a tremendous job for us, carefully guarding our institutional integrity.  We are fortunate that Roger 

plans to be with us through September, giving us the gift of time.  It is clear that WNCC will need a registrar 

when he retires and we plan to conduct a search as soon as times become a bit less unsettled. 

 

Believe it or not, we have just one week to go until our much-anticipated Higher Learning Commission 

(HLC) visit.  Several zoom meetings are happening this week as we make final preparations for this 

momentous occasion.  Everyone will have several opportunities to provide feedback to the visit team, with 

three open sessions for the criteria and two sessions on shared governance.  Please take some time to review 

our submitted materials in preparation for these conversations.  Your role in this process is critical, so thank 

you, in advance, for participating.  Above all, please remember to be authentic and enjoy the experience. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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