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June 8, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

We are facing a daunting deadline.  Just over a month ago, the United States Department of Education 

finalized regulations for compliance with Title IX, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in 

education programs or activities receiving federal funds.  These regulations will carry the rule of law as of 

August 14, 2020.  Prior to that date, we must adopt appropriate policies, procedures and processes to protect 

the institution and our students, faculty and staff.  Fortunately, our legal counsel has been monitoring this 

evolving narrative and, as current members of the Association of Title IX Administrators (ATIXA), we have 

access to the guidance necessary to remain in compliance.  Please be aware that our information is currently 

under review.  With that, mandatory training regarding any adjustments will take place in August prior to the 

deadline.  If you would like to visit further about this, please let me know. 

 

Over the years, my service in Rotary has spanned six clubs – each one unique and each dedicated to 

strengthening the community in which it was located.  The Scottsbluff / Gering Rotary Club approved my 

membership in early March and my official induction ceremony was originally set for March 17th.  That day, 

our meetings were put into indefinite hiatus due to the pandemic, and the induction did not take place.  Last 

Tuesday, at the first Rotary meeting in over two months, it finally happened.  Opportunities to share more 

about our mission with service organizations throughout the Panhandle are invaluable and our goal is to do 

so in partnership with Chadron State College this year to promote our Panhandle Advantage initiative. 

 
More and more of our staff members are returning to campus and it has great to be able to visit together.  

Both Jolene Martin (Assistant Admissions Director) and Norman Coley, Jr. (Dean of Students) let me know 

that at least a portion of their time last week had been spent simply calling our students.  Given the current 

state of affairs across the country, this type of individual attention is exactly what our students need.  While 

we cannot control the world, we can certainly influence our little corner of it.  The true essence of our 

community college is shining through – one student phone call at a time.  Thank you, Jolene and Norman.  

You exemplify the caring spirit of our Cougar family, many of whom have called a student just to check in.   

 

Thank you to Digital Marketing Specialist Sarah Avila for building a President’s Page on our website.  If 

you visit it, you will find my Weekly Updates, along with our organizational charts and planning documents.  

Additional items will be added as we move forward, so please feel free to check back often. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 
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https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/leadership/presidents-page

