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July 13, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

As you know, the worldwide pandemic became real for us last week.  The virus has impacted several people 

working and studying at Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC).  We continue to discuss evolving 

details with Panhandle Public Health District (PPHD).  We are following our plan, but we also remain 

vigilant and responsive to shifting circumstances.  Many thanks to Josh Vesper, Environmental Health and 

Safety Coordinator, for his communications.  Today, our slow and purposeful transition back to campus has 

been completed.  With that, we are requesting staff feedback regarding our pandemic response.  Associate 

Dean Patrick Fortney has been instrumental in assembling a survey tool and the link will be forwarded to 

staff members by me soon.  Additionally, please continue to share your thoughts with your supervisor, with 

Human Resources and with me.  Thank you for your resiliency, your perseverance and your dedication. 

 

This week, we will be requesting Board approval to hire Kevin Dahlstedt as a Nursing Instructor.  Many of 

you will remember Kevin, who previously taught nursing courses for us in Alliance.  She is returning from 

Arizona and we are thrilled that she would like to rejoin the Cougar family.  Congratulations to the Nursing 

Department for reaching a successful end to their search for a new team member and colleague. 

 

At the Board meeting, we also plan to request two changes within the Fall 2020 term.  After considering 

substantial feedback from multiple sources, we are recommending that classes be held on October 12-13, in 

lieu of our traditional Fall Break.  This will keep students on campus and allow us to start the second eight-

week session two days earlier.  We are also encouraging faculty members to make adjustments to complete 

as much face-to-face instruction as possible prior to Thanksgiving Break, November 25-27.  With that, any 

potential shift to remote instruction, should it become necessary, would be as smooth as possible.  Please 

tune in for the Open Forum on Thursday to hear final details regarding the outcome of these requests. 

 

Head Men’s Basketball Coach Cory Fehringer has decided to leave Nebraska.  He is advancing his career 

and we are excited for him.  We are carefully examining our options, especially given the timing of his 

departure and the uncertainty brought about by the pandemic.  One thing does remain certain though – we 

are committed to Cougar athletics and to the student-athletes on this team. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 
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