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September 21, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

Our most recent Higher Learning Commission (HLC) accreditation process has played out and our official 

outcome is pending.  There is no doubt that we will be celebrating together when the results are announced.  

While we should feel very good about this, please remember that HLC is not our purpose, it is our measure.  

Our Assessment Committees are focused on continuously improving the student experience at Western 

Nebraska Community College (WNCC) and this week, our faculty members will begin discussions related 

to general education goal two – critical thinking and problem solving.  With this, we are moving forward. 

 

Last Thursday, nine students were inducted into the Alpha Rho Omicron chapter of Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 

in Sidney.  Erin Huddleston organized the event, Cole Honstead emceed, and Regina Kuhns took photos in a 

team effort to celebrate with these students.  As a proud PTK member, Jolene Martin gave a heart-felt and 

inspiring keynote address during the ceremony.  On Saturday, Lambda Pi, our Scottsbluff and Alliance PTK 

chapter, spent time picking up litter along the highway.  With guidance from Amy Winters, Patsy Yager and 

Norman Coley, our chapters are also designing college projects to assist us in meeting our institutional 

mission.  The many benefits of this national honor society for our students are immeasurable. 

 

We have successfully completed our search for a full-time Commercial Motor Vehicle Driver Trainer and 

Coordinator.  Please join me in welcoming Carl Roland, who will be based at the Scottsbluff campus 

beginning on Monday, October 5.  Carl is well-suited to lead our Commercial Driver License (CDL) training 

courses throughout the Panhandle and we are looking forward to his efforts.  

 

Paula Abbott, Partnerships and Inclusion Executive Director, assisted me last week on several occasions.  

We spent time in Lewellen with the local Volunteers of America organization discussing partnerships and 

resources.  We met with Kyle King from ReConnect, a local program dedicated to assisting at-risk students 

in earning a high school diploma.  Doug Mader and Tonya Hergenrader joined us and Kyle sang the praises 

of our own Debby Wagner, which was so much fun to hear.  We also hosted Jake Aulick and Cheyanne 

Marcy from Aulick Industries in a broad discussion of community engagement and Jennifer Reisig 

showcased our renovations.  Our many connections with external partners are a tremendous point of pride 

for us.  After all, invigorating communities is a crucial facet of our mission with unlimited potential to grow. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 

 
WEEKLY 

 


