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September 28, 2020  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

After numerous discussions and wide-ranging feedback, the first Implementation Plan for Western Nebraska 

Community College (WNCC) was adopted by the Operations Council (OC) last Thursday.  Following six 

drafts, this final version has now been posted to the President’s Page on our website.  This plan provides 

insight into the tactics that will be deployed during the coming academic year to advance our current 

Strategic Plan, dated 2017-2022.  Thank you to everyone who participated in this process.  The resulting 

document will guide us well over the next year because of your perspectives and contributions.   

 

The September 2020 version of our Organizational Chart has been posted to the President’s Page.  It 

includes a recent shift in leadership for the maintenance department.  Nancy Hall has agreed to guide our 

Scottsbluff maintenance personnel during the coming months.  Rob Ommen, who has cared for our Sidney 

campus for years, has agreed to add the Alliance campus to his list of responsibilities.  Please join me in 

thanking both Nancy and Rob for their leadership.  Additionally, we have implemented a new strategy for 

our dual credit program, CollegeNOW.  Last week, it was elevated as a direct report to Vice President Bill 

Knapper.  This shift in reporting line not only signifies the importance of dual credit to the future of our 

institution, it also underscores its crucial admissions function.  As always, Educational Services remains 

responsible for the rigor of our offerings.  We owe a debt of gratitude to Ellen Dillon for her past guidance.  

She and Bill are collaborating to assure Director Mai Lee Olson has the tools necessary for success. 

 

Last Monday, Ed Salazar verbally shared his intention to resign his position with me.  On Tuesday, he made 

a similar announcement during the President’s Committee on Diversity.  Late on Wednesday afternoon, he 

followed through in writing for us, indicating that October 9th would be his last official day.  This gives us 

over two weeks to prepare our Powerline Construction and Maintenance students for a mid-semester 

transition.  With some juggling and with assistance from Shane Homan and Quinton Walker, we are 

adjusting.  Please join me in wishing Ed well as he transitions to his next teaching position. 

 

The Monument Marathon was a triumph this weekend due to the leadership of our WNCC Foundation and 

the commitment of our sponsors.  We successfully hosted runners from thirty-nine states, thanks to our 

volunteers – many of whom were students.  What a great way to raise funds to support scholarships!  Please 

remember that our Foundation also supports internal grant projects – applications are due in early October. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 
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https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/leadership/leadership-pdfs/implementation-plan-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.wncc.edu/about-wncc/leadership/leadership-pdfs/wncc-org-chart-sept-2020.pdf

