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September 7, 2020  

 

Happy Labor Day! 

 

Given the holiday, it seems appropriate to focus this message on our greatest asset – our people.  Last 

Friday, we held a Staff Assembly in the morning and a Faculty Assembly in the afternoon.  Thank you to 

those of you who took the time to participate, especially before a holiday weekend.  The conversations 

certainly assisted me in better understanding our institutional culture and both groups underscored the 

importance of transparent communication.  While some of what I heard in the afternoon honestly broke my 

heart, I’m grateful we are talking about ways we can become a better, more respectful place to work. 

Leadership starts with listening, so please continue to share your perspectives with me in the way with which 

you are most comfortable. 

 

Last Wednesday, John Cataraja completed his final day of employment within the Information Technology 

(IT) department, choosing to spend more time with his daughter.  As John departs, we are joined by Daniel 

Gregory, who successfully completed the interview process for another position within IT.  Some of you 

may remember Daniel, as he graduated from Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) in 2015 with 

an Associate of Arts in General Studies with an Information Technology emphasis.  Welcome, Dan! 

 

Last week, it was my privilege to present Julia Roy, TRIO Student Support Services Secretary, with her 

official WNCC Executive Assistant I Certificate.  This is a nice addition to her recently attained Associate 

Degree and it sets the stage for the next steps of her own personal educational journey.  Good luck with your 

program at Bellevue University, Julia, and thanks for being such a great role model for our students. 

 

Two of our own have successfully completed the WNCC interview gauntlet.  Please join me in 

congratulating Brian Elkins, Assistant Registrar, as he moves into the Registrar role.  Brian has certainly 

learned from the best over the last few years.  While we will miss Roger Hovey a great deal, we are in good 

hands with Brian.  As Julia Newman begins her transition into another stage of her life, she has agreed to 

continue to mentor Mai Lee Olsen, our former Career Pathways Advisor and new CollegeNOW Director, 

over the next few weeks.  Thanks, Julie, for your past service and flexibility and congratulations, Mai Lee! 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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