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January 18, 2021  

 

Happy First Day of Classes! 

 

Last month, Ellen Dillon became the interim Director for the TRIO programs at Western Nebraska 

Community College (WNCC), working with Chris Wolf, TRIO Veterans Upward Bound, and Janet Craven, 

TRIO Student Support Services.  This week, Teri Burgess will join Ellen and Janet as a program advisor.  

Teri, who holds a BA in Elementary Education, hails most recently from northern Colorado, where she has 

been a reading specialist and instructional coach.  In her new role, Teri will be supporting our TRIO 

students, many of whom are low-income and first-generation.  Please join me in welcoming Teri to WNCC! 

 

As already shared with you last week, we have shifted our Student Life offices into the space formerly 

occupied by Educational Services.  Norman Coley, Brynn Elliott, Norm Stephenson, Maricia Guzman and 

Megan Wescoat now have an interactive, strategic base from which to serve our students.  The food pantry, 

clothes closet, and identification badge operations have also been relocated to this suite and, to provide a bit 

more privacy, we plan to frost the glass soon.  This new arrangement gives our current students easy access 

to services, while still keeping our one stop concept functional for prospective and incoming students. 

 

Our attempt to hire a Data Analyst resulted in a failed search and now, we have received a resignation letter 

from our Institutional Research Director, Dr. Nino Kalatozi.  With that, we quickly launched a new search 

for a director with a modified set of qualifications and skills.  While we will miss the expertise that Nino 

brought us, we certainly wish her well in her next endeavor.  These challenges have reaffirmed our 

commitment to finding a software solution to give us access to our data in its native format.  After a Request 

for Proposal (RFP) process, we are recommending a contract for ZogoTech, a company focused on moving 

more low-income and first-generation students into the middle class.  According to their materials, they 

“offer an end-to-end analytics solution that transforms raw data into personalized, actionable information.”   

 

The Western Community College Area (WCCA) Board of Governors meets on Wednesday afternoon.  That 

same day, we are planning a special Blue and Gold Day at WNCC.  With the stress and divisiveness found 

throughout the country, we are mindful that unity begins with us.  We are united in purpose, steadfastly 

serving our students and communities.  Later in the evening, we are planning to finally host our first home 

basketball games of the season in Cougar Palace.  It should be a good day and we are Cougar Proud! 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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