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January 25, 2021  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

As we head into the second week of the term, our enrollment numbers are beginning to solidify.  We tallied 

a few additional dual credit registrations last week, but we also suffered from a handful of full-drop 

submissions.  As of last Friday, our headcount stood at 1,516 students, compared to 1,531 at this time last 

year.  That translates into a decrease of 0.98%, which is far better than we were anticipating.  Our complete 

set of ten-day numbers will be available soon, but until then, please join me in thanking Luke Stobel, 

Student Success and Retention Director, for monitoring our enrollment status. 

 

Last Thursday, the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) approved our request for 

a Diesel, Truck and Heavy Equipment program on a 9-0 vote.  The commissioners discussed “necessary 

duplication” and many of them expressed deep appreciation for the level of support demonstrated by our 

local businesses.  Kathleen Fimple, who serves as the Chief Academic Officer for CCPE, presented our 

information brilliantly, Charlie Gregory addressed their concern of diminishing future need for graduates, 

and I talked about our general commitment to serve the Panhandle with dual credit programming.  Late on 

Friday afternoon, Patrick Fortney hit “send” on our submission to the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).  

Stay tuned, we are still on-track for a Fall 2021 start for this much anticipated program. 

 

Board of Governors Chair Lynne Klemke introduced and explained the impending President evaluation 

process last week during the January Board meeting.  In case you missed it, please be aware that a survey 

instrument from Employers Council, a Colorado-based firm, will be utilized to collect feedback from 

faculty, staff, students and community members.  You will each be given the option to complete this 

anonymous survey in February, so please be watching for this opportunity.  Your participation is important!  

Thank you, in advance, for taking the time to share your perspectives with the Board and me. 

 

Academic Council met for the first time two weeks ago; we will be holding a second meeting this week.  

Among other topics, we will be finalizing the council charter, sharing information from the Pandemic 

Response team, and initiating further multiple measures discussions.  With our current Dean and Division 

Chair vacancies, this weekly touchpoint for our instructional team is essential.  I am especially grateful to 

Dean Charlie Gregory for assisting me in leading this group and to Senior Leadership team members 

Norman Coley, Paula Abbott, and Patrick Fortney for participating to share crucial overlays from their areas. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

 
 

Carmen M. Simone, Ph.D. 

President 
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