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February 15, 2021  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

After careful consideration, we have determined that five of our probationary faculty members will be 

granted continuing contract status for the next academic year.  Please join me in congratulating Ken Boston 

(Emergency Medical Services), Jordan Colwell (Nursing), Erandi Gunapala (Math), Francesca Mintowt-

Czyz (Theatre), and Jennifer Seiler (Nursing) on this accomplishment.  This designation brings an ongoing 

institutional commitment to these faculty members and ultimately, expert instruction to our students. 

 

Several topics came to Operations Council last week for consideration.  The Student Success Council was 

seeking a change in the approval process for sophomore enrollment in dual credit courses and permission for 

a pilot study on placement through multiple measures.  Additionally, the faculty had also forwarded a 

proposal to have the first right of refusal for dual credit instruction.  Rather than piecemeal our approach, we 

decided that now is the time for a holistic overview of CollegeNOW!  A taskforce will be assembled to 

review our current processes and practices and, more importantly, to cast a vision for the future of dual 

credit at our institution.  There is no doubt that this is a pivotal facet of our mission and, as with all we do, 

our long-term commitment to excellence will guide our decision-making.  Operations Council will finalize 

the composition of this taskforce, almost certainly including our dual credit leadership, in the coming weeks. 

 

On Tuesday afternoon, the Appropriations Committee of the Nebraska State Legislature will hear testimony 

related to our budget request for the next biennium.  Three of the six community college presidents have 

been asked to speak to our request and stand for questions, including me.  There seems to be agreement with 

a proposed two percent increase in our general fund budget, but collectively, we are also requesting 

additional funding to support dual credit coursework throughout Nebraska.  With that, it seems that dual 

credit offerings have become a focus of attention for the entire state right now. 

 

Last month, Chadron State College President Randy Rhine visited our Scottsbluff campus to see our virtual 

dissection (Anatomage) table in action.  Many thanks to Tracy O’Neal and Charlie Gregory for assisting in 

this demonstration.  Afterwards, President Rhine invited me to speak to the Chadron Rotary Club as his 

guest.  We plan to do this on Thursday, sharing news of the Panhandle Advantage.  It will be fun to talk 

about the great things Western Nebraska Community College (WNCC) does throughout our service area. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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