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February 8, 2021  

 

Happy Monday! 

 

During the Open Forum session last Thursday, Patrick Fortney received a message from the Higher Learning 

Commission (HLC).  He forwarded it to me and we were able to publicly announce that our proposed 

Diesel, Truck and Heavy Equipment program has been approved by HLC.  What fantastic timing!  Now, 

with the necessary documentation from both the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 

(CCPE) and HLC in hand, we are able to request federal financial aid eligibility for this new program from 

the Department of Education.  We are on track for a Fall 2021 start and now that HLC approval is in place, 

we can begin advertising.  With eleven high school students already taking a new diesel course designed as 

an optional ladder into our program, we are well on our way to a successful launch.   

 

On Thursday, our own Allie Tyree will officially be seated on the Alliance Chamber of Commerce Board.  

Allie is beginning a three-year term after being considered and elected by the organization last month.  From 

this vantagepoint, she will undoubtedly discover new ways to build our relationships in Alliance and Box 

Butte County.  Thank you, Allie – we are proud of you and grateful for your willingness to serve. 

 

The Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) National Legislative Summit (NLS) begins this 

week on Monday and runs through noon on Wednesday.  Due to the ongoing pandemic, this annual event 

has been redesigned as a virtual experience, allowing more of our Board of Governors members to join me.  

Thank you to Tom Perkins, Karen Anderson, Margaret Crouse, Lynne Klemke, Coral Richards and R.J. 

Savely for your commitment to our mission and for your interest in learning more about the joint national 

legislative agenda for ACCT and the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).   

 

The Nebraska State Legislature has been debating the merits of including the suicide prevention hotline on 

student identification cards issued by secondary schools.  While this proposed legislation may or may not 

eventually become law, we have already visited internally about this concept.  Thank you, Brynn Elliott, for 

being proactive and for taking steps to complete this action for us.  Beginning this term, the hotline number 

is being printed on our cards, making it more available to our students.  Although we truly hope that no one 

will ever be in a position to benefit from this messaging, the convenience might actually save a life someday. 

 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or insights to share, please let me know. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 
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